The report has been prepared by Julie Martin Associates, a leading firm of landscape consultants, who have made a significant contribution to planning policy for the United Kingdom government with respect to Northern Ireland. 

This report concludes that: ‘The landscape and visual impact assessment that has been provided by the applicant is considered unreliable and deficient in a number of respects and a full review and reassessment of landscape and visual impact is strongly recommended before the application is determined.’

It anticipates ‘major impact to the landscape character’ from the development, due to the fact that the turbines would be out of proportion with the underlying landform, detracting from appreciation of adjoining valley landscapes and interrupting key views and skylines.

‘Levels of impact significance appear to have been seriously underestimated in at least some cases,’ it states.

The report also points to relevant guidance about to be published likely to have a bearing on the application, namely the Landscape Strategy for the Peak District National Park and Landscape Sensitivity Assessment for Renewables in the Peak Sub Region. The latter is expected to rate the Matlock Moor site as unsuitable for the type of development proposed. 

Other points of note in Julie Martin Associates’ report include:

- the landscape surrounding the development site is sensitive to energy developments in many respects: overall it is considered to be of at least high to medium sensitivity and to have little or no capacity for the type and scale of wind energy development proposed

- there is little doubt that the landscape would become dominated by the wind farm due to the considerable height of the turbines, which at 126m to blade tip are among the tallest currently proposed in England
- the footpath standoff from Turbine 3 is only 50m, which means the turbine blades, at 46m long would almost oversail the path – a much greater separation than this is generally recommended if people are not to be deterred from using a public footpath

- there would be close range view of the wind farm from a considerable number of properties in the vicinity, including holiday cottages, representing a considerable level of impact not only on residential amenity but also on the general visual amenity of the locality

- the proposed wind farm may be expected to have cumulative impacts, with views of multiple wind farms likely from within the National Park

- the Special Landscape Area designation of land near the site rates it as ‘examples of the finest Derbyshire landscape outside the Peak District National Park’

Regarding the Environmental Statement, the report makes a number of critical comments, describing it as lengthy, cumbersome, inaccessible to the lay reader and disaggregated in a way that makes it difficult to appreciate the overall impact of the scheme. There are numerous internal inconsistencies. 

The photomontages do not always appear to be representative of the locality chosen and they are not consistent with good practices in that they include a wider field of view (73 degrees) than the human field of view (45-60 degrees) and therefore tend to make the turbines appear smaller that they would in reality. 

The report states:

‘Levels of impact significance appear to have been seriously underestimated in at least some cases… Given these serious weaknesses, it is questionable whether the findings of the landscape and visual impact assessment can be relied upon by decision makers.’

END
