MP calls for new rules to prevent wind farm plans
Controversial plans to build a wind farm at Matlock Moor should be forbidden by strict new rules, according to a Derbyshire MP.   Natascha Engel is pressuring the Government to designate set areas in every region for large developments away from areas of natural beauty.
Speaking in Parliament, the North East Derbyshire MP said:

“The Peak District and other national park land is Britain’s backyard.” 
“People come from far and wide to enjoy the beautiful countryside.”   
“Right by the planned turbines is the Darwin Forest country park, with its         lovely pine lodges.”                                              
“It is situated there because it is miles from anywhere and has some of the loveliest surroundings. Tourism is the local economy and putting wind turbines in the middle of the scenery would destroy it.”

Energy Minister Mike O’Brien responded: “Although we are not quite doing what she suggests, we can look at her ideas with great care because they fit in with the broad strategy that is being adopted.”
Ms Engel also wants ministers to introduce a mandatory 2km “buffer zone” around towns and villages, within which no such planning applications could be made.

Jon McLeod, spokesman for campaign group Action Against Matlock Moor Wind Farm Proposal, said: “We do support the buffer zone. Ms Engel’s proposals are attractive but any decisions should be driven by the local authority.”
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