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Energy minister Mike O'Brien speaking at Tuesday's Westminster Hall debate, said the new Renewable Energy Strategy would see councils taking a more strategic approach to planning green energy projects.

Local authorities will identify "broad areas" where renewable energy projects like wind farms could be built, energy minister Mike O'Brien said on Tuesday.

Under the forthcoming Renewable Energy Strategy, the minister said 
Council Planners will locate areas where projects will be "encouraged or considered for development, or where concerns are low".
Speaking in Parliament in a debate on renewable energy, Mr O'Brien spoke of the need for 
“Councils to think about their areas and plan for renewables proactively, rather than simply consider applications as they come in".
It will still be up to the companies seeking to build wind turbines or biomass plants where they choose to locate their proposals, but the minister suggested councils will have to take a view on suitable areas - and 
"Ensure that local communities know the expectations for that area".
Mr O'Brien said: "We are not necessarily saying 'this is the field', but, more broadly, 'this is the area where applications will be considered'. The local authority and the applicant will then decide on the application's location."

The minister revealed the latest government thinking on planning just days after conservationists at the RSPB said a more spatial approach to wind farm planning was needed.
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