NEDDC, Planning Dept.,

Saltergate,

Chesterfield S40 1LF.

Dear Sirs,

Proposed Matlock Moor Wind Farm Planning Application Number 09/00070/FL

I wish to register my objection to the proposed development of a Wind Farm on Middle Moor near Matlock, my concerns relating solely to ornithological matters. I have gathered information over thirty years of informal bird-watching and scientific bird surveying in the area and take issue with inadequate data collection and inaccuracies in Chapter Eight of the West Coast Energy submission, which I feel should be re-assessed to take into account the following points:

Pink-footed Geese. Table 8.7 and other clauses in Chapter Eight state sightings are casual and not on a regular flight path. On the contrary, this is a well known regular flight path for many thousands of Pinkfeet heading from their Lancashire feeding grounds to their Norfolk feeding grounds in late Autumn, returning in late winter. So often is this occurrence that, on a suitable wind direction day at the appropriate time of year, I expect to see flights heading southeast just 2 hours after first light or returning northwest 4 hours after first light. On 30th November 1997 I recorded 23 skeins totalling 6000 birds travelling southeast between 0900 and 0950hours, observed from Beeley Triangle just 4 kilometres northwest of the proposed wind farm site. On 1st November 2001 I watched a Pinkfoot tumble from the sky and land in the wind farm field and on 14th February this year, I saw two skeins of 350 plus 150 birds flying northwest which must have flown through the wind farm site.

Nightjar. What cannot be over-emphasised is that this is the only nightjar breeding area in Derbyshire. There have been serious and successful efforts in recent years to encourage nightjar by provision of appropriate habitat in their preferred areas by the Forestry Commission and I am most concerned that the proposed wind farm could result in loss of this nightjar population. There have been three breeding pairs annually during the last few years, one pair located to the west of the proposed wind farm, one pair to the north and one pair to the east. I have seen a visiting male approach another churring male on territory, showing movement between breeding sites. I have also seen females, relieved from nest duties by the male, flying in excess of 10 metres high over the conifers towards open land.

Goshawk. These have bred here for some years and in recent years I have seen them flying above the conifer tops of Farley forest and out over the fields of the wind farm site.

Crossbills. These do breed in the area. Finding and proving this species breeding is difficult in these large areas of conifers but I know one pair bred successfully in 2007 in the Viewshed areas shown on Figure 24.1. Also, on 25th February this year, 2 crossbills flew across the wind farm site towards the conifers of Bottom Moor and this time of year is their breeding season.

 There are other species which breed close to the wind farm site within the Viewshed area on figure 24.1 such as Wood Warbler and Grasshopper Warbler, which the West Coast Energy surveys failed to find. These species are not likely to be affected but two species which are increasing their activity in the area and will be affected by the wind farm are Buzzard and Raven. A Buzzard has spent the past two winters in fields to the west of the wind farm site within the Viewshed area and one flew across the site on 14th March this year. A Raven was feeding in the wind farm site field with other corvids on 16th March. In addition, there is a pond in the centre of the Wind Farm site. This is difficult to see from Wirestone Lane, but must be attractive to overflying wildfowl and waders and 2 Canada Geese were on the pond on 7th March this year.



Yours faithfully,







Roger Carrington.

